
BOOK REVIEW of THE IRISH PURITANS – James Ussher  
and the Reformation of the Church, by Crawford Gribben  

(Darlington, Evangelical Press, 2003), paperback, 160 pages. $14.99 
 
Readers familiar with the history of the Reformation in England and Scotland will know 

the stories of such “heroes of the faith” as Knox in Scotland and Cranmer in England, but 

may be less familiar with the story of James Ussher and the attempted reformation of the 

Church in Ireland, which is the subject of this fascinating little book.   

 

It is a story full of lessons for the church today, particularly for the church in Ireland, but 

certainly applicable to believers everywhere.  Dr. Gribben has successfully culled some 

fascinating vignettes from a familiar period in an unfamiliar setting, and applied their 

lessons with pointed (and sometimes uncomfortable) precision to today’s church.   

 

Ussher is best known for calculating the date of Creation at 4004BC, but the author 

reveals him as having had a far greater impact on the Church as a scholar and church 

leader than as a chronologist.  Here was a man who had a great vision for the 

evangelization of an entire nation by a united front of believers of differing theological 

persuasions around a common Reformed confessional standard (the “Irish Articles”, 

which are included in an appendix).  Sadly, this goal was never attained.  Gribben’s thesis 

contends that if the Puritans, Covenanters, Baptists and other evangelical groups of the 

time had not bickered over what he considers “details” (church government, baptistic 

viewpoints, eschatology, church-state relations, etc), then this vision, by God’s grace, 

might have become reality.  Whilst not all readers will agree with all the details of the 

argument, the author presses it home convincingly to the contemporary church, which 

may be guilty of the same attitudes that divided the church in the 17
th

 century.   

 

The Irish Puritans is a very readable popular history that fills a large gap on the shelves 

of readers of church history.  But more than that, its compelling message, if heeded, 

could have a transforming effect on the evangelistic preferences and goals of today’s 

bitterly divided evangelicals. 

 

 

 

 


